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Definition

term óacute abdomenô 

is used to indicate the presence of an 

intra-abdominal catastrophe which, 

unless treated urgently, may result in a 

fatal outcome
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Causes

Acute Abdomen 
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Causes

- Intra-abdominal

ïintra-peritoneal

ïextra-peritoneal

- Extra-abdominal
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Causes: Anatomical

l Peritoneum

l Hollow viscera

l Solid viscera

l Mesentery

l Pelvic organs



Acute Abdomen
9

Causes: Pathological

l Traumatic

l Inflammation

l Mechanical

l Vascular

l Miscellaneous
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Causes



Acute Abdomen
11

Causes: Inflammation

l Peritonitis

l Appendicitis

l Cholecystitis

l Cholangitis

l Gastritis

l Duodenitis

l Gastroenteritis

l Enteritis

l Colitis

l Diverticulitis

l Salpingitis
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Causes: Inflammation
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Causes: Inflammation

l Pancreatitis

l Hepatitis

l Hepatic abscess

l Splenic abscess

l Intra-abdominal 
abscess

l Mesenteric 
lymphadenitis

l Pelvic inflammatory 
disease

l Endometritis
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Causes: Inflammation
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Causes: Inflammation: Peritonitis

l Chemical

ïperforated DU

ïgall bladder

ïovarian cyst

ïectopic pregnancy

l Bacterial

ïPrimary

ïpneumococcal, 

streptococcal

ïTb

ïsecondary
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Causes: Mechanical

l Obstruction

ïGIT

ïbiliary

ïurinary

ïmesentery

ïpelvic organs

l Distention

ïGIT

ïspleen

ïliver
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Causes: Vascular

Intra-abdominal

bleeding

l Injury 

- spleen

ïliver

ïaorta

ïAneurysm
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Causes: Vascular

Intra-abdominal 

bleeding

l Ectopic 

Pregnancy
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Causes: Vascular

l Ischaemia

ïmesenteric

ïspleen

ïliver

ïomentum
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Causes: Miscellaneous

lEndometriosis
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Causes: Non-Surgical

l Cardiopulmonary

l Blood

l CNS

l Metabolic

l Immunological
Inferior Myocardial Infarction

Q-waves, ST-segment depression, and T-wave inversion noted in leads II, III, 

and aVFT-wave changes in leads V5 and V6 are suggestive of inferolateral 

infarction

I II III aVR aVFaVL

V1 V2 V3 V4 V5 V6
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Causes: Non-Surgical

l Cardiopulmonary
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Causes: Non ïsurgical 
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Causes:
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Pathopathology
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Management 
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Management 
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l Admission

l Observation

Management
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Management

l No analgesia

l No narcotics

Once you have diagnosed your patient and have 

decided on a line of management, then you can stop 

being a witch !!
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Management 

Clinical

Review 

Clinical 

Examination
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Management 
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Symptoms: Pain

l Somatic

l Visceral

lReferred
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Symptoms: Pain

l Somatic

l Visceral

lReferred
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Symptoms: Pain

- Sharp

ïConcise

ïPrecise

ïLocalized

ïIrritation site

- Dull

ïVague

ïDiffuse

ïDeep seated

ïMidline

VisceralSomatic
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Symptoms: Pain

lReferred

l Testicular 
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Symptoms: Pain

lReferred
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Symptoms: Pain

Foregut

Midgut

Hindgut
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Symptoms: Pain

l Character

l Onset

l Severity

l Timing

l Cause

l Site

l Radiation

l Frequency

l Relieving factors

l Aggravating factors
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Symptoms: Pain

l Pain character

ïColicky

ïSteady

ïBurning

ïthrobing
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Symptoms: Pain
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Symptoms: Pain
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Symptoms: Pain
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Symptoms: Pain
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Symptoms: Pain
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Symptoms: Other

Gynaecological disturbances

ïMenstrual status

ïVaginal discharge
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Symptoms: Other

GIT

Disturbances

- Nausea

- Vomiting



Acute Abdomen
47

Symptoms: Other

GIT

Disturbances

- Constipation 

- Diarrhea
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Symptoms: Other

Cardiopulmonary  symptoms
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Symptoms: Other

Urinary symptoms
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Symptoms: Gynaecological

l Pills

l Vaginal bleeding

l Vaginal discharges

l Menstrual status


